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r BIRMINGHAM, 18th Feb. 1800, 
Wealthy Inhabitants of Birmingham, | 
OU are always very good to the Poor, and if any new ſcheme can 
be hit upon to do them good, I know you're always ready, But 
there are many ways to benefit the Poor which you may not juſt 
think on and therefore I hope you won't be offended at me if I give a hint 
or two on the ſubject Bread is ſcarce-· but you have plenty.--My advice 
to you is, To be ſparing of that article. If a good many of you would ſet 
your hands to a. paper not to eat any at Dinners, it would throw more on 
the tables of the Poor; and ſurely they who have every thing elſe, may ſpars 
that for them who have nothing elſe. They tell me alſo its getting faſhi- 
onable to have great routs among the Lords and fine folks at London, and 
that we are rather imply getting into that way All theſe things muſt eon 
ſume a deal of Flour ;- and therefore, when you think on't I kuow you 
will avoid them. Every plan ſhould be hit upon to ſpin out the Wheat. 
Hair might go unpowdered, and Linen might go unſtarched; it only wants 
you to ſet a good example, and to make one great exertion and reſolution, 
and with God's bleſſing all would be well yet. * 
HOUSE SERVANTS, | 
you ſit down to a good table,---the bleſſing of plenty is your's,---be 
grateful ---You feel not the pinch of Taxes, nor Levys, nor the high 
Tice of Proviſions.—My advice to you is, To have a little feeling for your 
Maſters and for the Poor---ypu might do very well without Bread--Roaſt 
Beef and Potatoes is no bad eating: and above all, Haſte 1. Phe time 
may not be diſtant when you maſt buy for yourſelves. | 
6 TRAVELLERS, &c. 
Ded give yourſelves too many Airs at Inns and Public Houfes, and 
throw the Victuals and Furniture about, as though they coſt nothing. 


Toft of you fare better there, than you do at home. Therefore conſider, 


and do as you would be done by. | 
t 81 5 MANUFACTURERS, | 
OU well know, and I wiſh my Brother Chips to know it, and conſider 


it, that it is their own Intereſt and the Intereſt of the Nation, that all 
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articles Gould not only be Made well, but cheap alſo; for that 1 * more 
griſt to the Mill: but there are times, and this is that time, when the .- 
mal 4vages that can poſſibly be afforded fhould be given. But it 3 
be taken off again as ſoon as Bread lowers; which Government will ta 
care of as ſoon as its poſſible to get ſome from abroad, never fear -Or 


elſe they'll be ſtrain'd in the Back Sinews, for we, you know, are the Si- 
news of the State. 


OV ERSEERS OF THE POOR, ae Bop | 
70U have hard Duty---but you muſt bear it. The complaints of the 
Poor one after another are weariſome, but poverty's tale ſhould be 
heard with patience. It is a time to be more tender hearted and more li- 
beral than common. Many who talk to you have hardly ſtrength to talk 
the .bread many obtain will hardly ſatisfy the cravings of nature. A ſen- 
fible and diſcreet elderly Man and his Wife, without children, at a good 
Salary, to make it perfectly worth their while, ſhould in my opinion he 
engaged by you, whoſe ſole buſineſs it ſhould be to vifit the Out Poor; 
and in a Book for your inſpection, a Daily Account ſhould be kept of the 
Poor they have viſited Thus the more modeſt Poor would be diſtinguiſhed 
from the clamorous and impoling Crew: --and when the Town can woes it, 
A LARGE POOR HOUSE 

ſhould be built to take all in that want ſuch Comfort. This houſe on] "YR 
to be built in a way that the Poor might be divided; for its thockin 80 
a reduced decent perſon ſhould be obliged to herd with the vileſt and the 
dirtieſt of the Human Species. There ſhould be Work-rooms alfo, and 
every body obliged to work that can. The ſpinning of Wool for Mop 8 
and Girths, for Blankets, Horſe Cloths, Bed Covers, Courſe Cloth, Linsey 
Aprons, Flannel Petticoats, and for a hundred other purpoſes, ſhould be 
the buſineſs, for its learnt in two days. 


VISI TING 'THE POOR. 


WII I am upon this ſubject I cannot help recommending this great 


Charity to the Rich, who have no idea of the wretchedneſs of the 
Poor. | 1 e adviſe them to look at their Beds and examine into all their 
Wants, It would have a two-fold good-—nay, a ten- fold good The Poor 
in proportion as they were viſited, adviſed, and relieved, would become 
more and more clean, and conſequent!y more healthy —it would be an irk- 
ſome taſk at ſirſt, but it would be a chriſtian 8 talk, and every time e be 


more agreeable. 
BROTHER ARTIFICERS, 
THE badneſs of Trade, and the dearneſs of Bread, certainly makes the 


ſhoe pinch hard ; but neceſlity is the mother of invention, and we 


ſhould all when we are in a great ſtrait, ſet our thoughts to work to mak⸗ 
the beſt of a Bad bargain. At any rate, let it not be our care to make Bad, 
Wore, either by ldleneſs, Drunkenneſs, or Waſtefulneſs. God Almighty 
has been good to us a great many years; and I fear we have eat and drank 
without thankſulneſs : perhaps we thought it was our on arm that helped 
„and it may be the intention of the Giver of all Good to ſhew us that 
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A Crime of the deepeſt dye, Falſe Swearing moſt certainly is. That great 
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we are poor dependent creatures, and muſt all reßgn our breath if he 


withholds the Harveſt, Think what diſtreſs other Countries have ſuffereil 
while we have been fed to the Full. For a Jong time Pm told that the 
people of France were limited to three ounces of Bread a day, and were 
obliged to live upon Berrys out of the Hedges, or any thing they could 
get.—I would not alarm you, but for your good, as you well know : but 
it is poſſible this may be our caſe: I would therefore draw your attention 


upward—-J would have you view the ſcarcity as a warning from Heaven, 
as 2 voice to ſet your affections on heavenly things, to mend your lives and 
prepare for the worſt.” Almoſt every other nation has met chaſtiſement, 


and I fadly fear we ſhall have it in our turn. If we ſhould have a bad 
Harveſt, Famine may be the conſequence, and the Plague is coming nearer 
and nearer every day. It has got as far as the South of France already.-- 


You know, Brother Artificers, I am not apt to paint in dark Colours, but 


] feel it a duty to rouze you, to anſwer to this Warning. Let us amend 
our lives--let us learn to be humble, and honeſt, and holy; and then come 
what will, we are prepared, For after all the ſwaggering and bluſtering, 
and buſtling, and rakeing, and ſcraping, one thing you well know is cer- 
tain, and that is a Death Fed. Perhaps there is ſome crying Sin in this 
Nation, which calls down the Vengeance of Heaven, and which may 
have become ſo common that we hardly think any thing about it when we 
commit it. Now it ſtrikes me that this Sin may be 


PERJURY. 


: 


writer Puffendorf, ſays, “ An Oath is by all the world look'd upon as a 


ſecurity between man and man, It is a religious aſſeveration, by which” 


we either renounce the Mercy or imprecate the Vengeance of God if we 
ſpeak not the truth; and as nobody can eaſily be thought impious enough 


to dare fo inſolentiy to brave the Deity and provote ſo awful an Indignation: 


it is generally preſumed, that a man upon his Oath does never utter a 
Falſehood.“ I ſay then, it ſtrikes me the crying Sin may be taking F e 
Oat hs. We all know that the State requires ſupport, and like the Belly 


and the Members, if the Belly is not fed the Members will wither way. 
Great Taxes have therefore been laid upon us to counteract the principles 


of the Five Headed Monſter, and many of them of ſuch a nature that people 


were to tay themſelves upon Oath : and I fear, I ſadly fear, many all over 


the Nation have ſold their Souls to the Devil to fave their Money O that 


we had more 
PUBLIC SPIRIT; | 


O in other words, more Chriſtianity. By this ſhall all men know that 


ye are my diſciples if ye have love one to another.“ Now in throwing 
in our proper ſhare of Money into the Treaſury, for the ſupport of that 
State which protects the poor and helpleſs, as well as the rich and great, 
we do manifeſt a love one for another, If the returns had been made 
upon. this Income Tax as they ought to have been, the Enemy would have 
been aſtoniſhed and confounded ; but Money, Money, is the root of all 
evil; which while ſome covet after, they pierce themſelves thro” with many 
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ſorrows - -My advice to every body is, to pay to the uttermoſt farthing, 

and be above ſhuffling the weight from his own ſhoulders, upon that of 

his neighbour's. Do the thing that is right, and if you have leſs money 

in your peckets, you will have more quiet in your conſciences. But to 

return to | | 

THE NATURE OF AN OATH. 

JAE take the Holy Goſpel of our bleſſed Redeemer in our hand and ſay, 
ee help me Gad,“ as I now ſpeak the truth. What an awful chal- 

lenge ! Do men conſider that without God's help - without the influence 

of the ſun and rain (which are under his controul) we could pot have 

Bread or fruitful Seaſons. That it is his help that enables us to exiſt a 


moment. How then dare any man who thinks for a moment, call for the 


help of God in proportion as he ſpeaks the truth, and immediately kiſſes 
the ſacted book and utters a falſchood ; what an abomination, what a dread- 
ful folly is this! To ſave a few pounds, or to excuſe a neighbour a man 


ventures the loſs of preſent comfort, and of everlaſting reſt and happineſs, 


to roll and twiſt and toſs about in a boiling lake of fire and brimſtone. O 
fad ! fad! Upon many of the trials in this place lately, there is too much 
reaſon to fear that ſome were perjur'd.---But remember, my Brother Arti- 
hcers, and all whom it may concern, that ſooner or later vengeance wall 
overtake the perjur'd perſon. — And here I cannot but recommend to all 
"whoſe buſineſs it is to adminiſter Oaths, to do it in the moſt ſolemn 
manner :---for the flovenly, hurried way in which Oaths are too fre- 
quently adminiſtered, is perhaps one way to make us think leſs.of their 


great importance. . 


BLOOD OR BREAD. 
BROTHER Artificers, I exhorted you to be patient, and I now do it the 
more, becauſe, whether you think it or not the Jacobin Wolves are 
fill prowling all over the Nation.---To promote diſcontent and Riots is 
their very 100d, buſineſs and delight.---boys and women are their firſt 
agents, and their plans are to'make ſmall -beginnings, chalking the walls 
with fuch terrifying words as Blood or Bread, kicking up a Rou in the mar- 
ket in order to prevent Proviſions coming in the next Market-day, that fo 
the poor may be diffatisfied, are all the tricks of maſter Jaco, therefore be 
upon your guard againſt his crafty ſchemes. 
| THE FARMERS, 

A150 are perhaps more blamed than they ought to be. I would not 
wiſk to defend them in aſking an vnconſcionable price, but fair play's 
x Jewell as my Couſin John ſays. The public ſhould conſider “ That it it 
not a'l Geld that Glitters,” They ſee the Farmer taking a good Price for 
his Proviſton ; but they did not ſee him in the Harveſt, day atter day feed- 
ing the harveſt folks, at double and treble the uſual Expence — Day after 
day during the laft Harveſt did they attempt to carry, and then the Rain 

came till their Expences were great and their Corn of little Value. 

INGROSSING AND BADGERING. 
"F798 is a ſore which I am told Mr. Pitt has ſome ſalve for, and if I an 
nor miſtaken he is ſpreading the Plaiſter at this preſent writing. 
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which will make them repent their trade. 


without drawing men into habits 


oo FOREST LING AND REGRATING. £52 

PIs is a fore which I leave to onr juſtices to cure; and I have ne dust 
| but that they Il 4o their duty, and probe it to the bottom. Im in form 
if theſe gentry don't take warning, and leave off their practices, and get 
their livelihood in a more honeſt way, -there's a rod in ſoak for them, 


However, after talking of this 
carcity, | mutt ſay that ſometimes | 


, GOOD COMES OUT OF EVIL. 


] TAK it that in general the People of England eat about twice too much 


for their health.,---Therefore, if ſcarcity ſhould teach them to mode- ' 
rate their appetites, Goed may come out of Evil, Moreover, ſome Good may 
come from the practice of keeping back the corn from market; for if, hen 
there is a real ſcarcity it was to be brought as uſual ; it would ſoow all be 
expended; and therefore tho' the Corn Dealer may not act from that mo- 
tive, yet Good may come out of his practices. 
EVIL COMES OUT OF GOOD. 
7 are many good things, that for want of caution lead to evil con- 
ſequences.—for inſtance, it is à good thing to belong to a ſick club- 


for every man ſhould try to keep himſelf independant—-but then iner 


Pint is the Evil If Clubs could be carried on without this expende, and 

of drinking, they would be much more 

beneficial to the members and to their families: —beſides in many places a 

moderate man is obliged to pay for a quart, in order to drink a pint for 

there are a ſett of men who are always firſt at club - and having rub d up 

their thirſty throats with a red herring,--take off a quart at a CI | 

* are call'd Ve Sinkers. 

| MY SISTER ARTIFICERS. 

I MUST now talk a little to you, for the happineſs of this town depends 
more upon you than many are aware of- -the children put to bed 2 


good fire--a clean hearth---a tidy wife---and pleaſant looks-—fixes a man 


ſnug in his two arm'd chair: — and inſtead of the evening being ſpent with 
a brother drunkard and a tankard, it is ſpent with a kind wife and a book -- 
If more of this took place, we ſhould not ſee the miſery we do.---If the 
huſband will take the money to the alehouſe, the wife mult carry her empty 
pockets to the huckſters fhop-aud as ſoon as you're well in debt, then 
your ſun begins to ſet, 


If, my Siſter Artificers, you would buy every thing at the beſt hand, 


full weight, and full gs FAG your huſband's money wool go half as * 


again, —-Management . Management is every thing. I know a man 
who never got above Ten Shillings a Week, who reared eight Children, 
aand ſaved a Hundred Pounds, But his Wife was a good manager: ſhe 
made a little bit of courſe Eeef with ſome Garden-ſtuif, into an excellent 
dinner of Broth ; z and herſelf and her children were always whole and tidy, 
A flitch in time ſaves nine, was her motto. But the great misfortune is, 
that many Women who marry in our great 'Town, know nothing about 
Houſehold Affairs. Cooking and OY _y know no more of = 


* 
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Clock · making. There is an Inſtitution, and c'er long I hope to ſee more of 
them, To teach the young Women who are growing up, how to become 
uſeful Wives ----Hitherto it has been the unfortunate practice in this 
town to make the female _ of every poor family 
SHOP WENCHES. 

Ther. go in young and innocent, but too oſten, by mixing with Men 

2nd impudent Boys, become depraved and debauched Characters. All 
that they can do is to Burniſh and File, &c. and all that they get is ſpent 
in fine Clothes and Drop Earrings, and their delight is to Sing and Dance 
at Two- penny Hops; and walk about the Streets to ſhew themſelves, To 
ſuch, I fear, it is in vain to preach ; but to the riſing Generation of Fe- 
males would ſay a word. If it be poſſible, fix upon that fort of Work 
which you can do at home. If you cannot do this, engage yourſeives 
where you can work with your own Sex, out of the hearing of the Vul- 
garity and Obſcenity which your ears are too often obliged ro hear. — What 


you get ſpend in uſeful things rather than ornamental ; fill up your time 


by learning that which all Wives ought to know. 

I with that ſeveral good women would ſet up Schools to teach theſe 5 
ful Arts, for to learn thoſe things, my Siſter Artificers, would anſwer your 
end in every point ot view---you would be more independent of others, 
and you would marry ſooner and better; For when a ſober young Man 
of Common Senſe, and Induſtry, is looking out for a Wife, he does not 
look for a bold, dreſſy creature, that can Burniſh, and File, and Sing, and 
Dance, and Drefs, and ſtrut about the Streets with Drop Earrings; but one 
that can Read, and Spin, and Sew; and Knit, and Mend, and Make, and 
boil his Mutton, and Brew a peck of Malt, and Waſh, and Iron, and 
Mop, and Scrub, and keep his Houſe Clean, and make Shifts and S! hirts, 
and Frocks, and Petticoats, that ſo his children may be taught, and clothed, 
and rear'd in the world, a comfort to themſclves, and uſeful to Society. 


THE: GRAND CLUB 
FP like to become a great bleſſing to this Town; and whether the old 
Club-men will change their practices or not, I hope the riſing Gene- 
ration will wack to this moſt reſpectable and charming Inſtitution ; where 
there is all the Conveniencies of any other Club, without the Inconveni- 
ences. To ſay nothing of the Expences which other Clubs are at, which 
will be ſaved in this. To ſay nothing of the riſks of the Money in many 


other Clubs; this wili have an additional Advantage; there will be the 


Credit of being incorporated with ſome of the moſt reſpectable Men in 
the Town; who as its not likely they will ever ſham Abraham, or throw 
themſelves on the Box, mult be a very great Advantage indeed —-Brotber 
Artificers, I muft preach a bit, or eſſe it wou'd'nt be Job Nott , and my 
reaſon for preaching at all is, That I think my Book finds its way into 
many wretched houſes where other admonition never comes. Therefore, 
my ſerious and earneſt advice to you all is, To conſider that you call your- 


ſelves Chriitians,---be ſo then in afions, as well as in nume. - Shew your 


love to God, by keeping his Commandments, and then you may truſt that 
all will be well, becauſe every _ worketh together for good to them 
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that love God.---Then when your minds are ſettled and wel diſpoledg" 
you will 
Be comforted; nor Wiel theſe plagues are ſent, 
For your Destruction, but for Chaſtiſement, - 
Heaven oft in Mercy puniſheth, that din 
May feel its own demexits from withim, 


And urge not utter ruin.—-Turn to God, 
And draw a bleſſing from his Iron Rod- 


A PEACE, | Ty 

1.JFON ſure grounds, will ſet us all right as to trade, and I make no doubt 
but that this Town will be more flouriſhing than ever it was But 

as I ſaid before a patch'd-up. Peace, or Peace with people who have no 
right to make it, may make bad worſe. For if we were to be hum'd into 
a Peace and diſpand our Armies, and diſmantle our Fleets, they'd hkely 


drop on us all of a ſudden: for maſter Boneypart don't ſtick much at a 


lie. Now you ſee the great Duke and Charley have given it up as a bad 
Job, The Duke is gone to cut up his four inch fat Mutton and fee how it 
tallows about the caul and kidneys; and Charley ſays he don't want any. 
Revolution, only he wants folks to change their Opinions, which puts me 
in mind of the Fox and the Geeſe. The Fox aſſured them he did not want 
them to come out of the pen; he did not want a total change in their mode 
of conduct, he merely with'd them to change that erroneous opinion they 
entertain'd, that there was any danger in letting him creep 1n at the ROT 
hole 3 my little Lad of Wax ! 


O FRANCE, FRANCE, when ſhall we be at peace with thee; flow art, | 


thou torn by deep deſigning villains.---We lament thy Fate, and it is our; 
duty to proſit by thy Example.----Profligacy was the cauſe of thy Ruin. 
The Morals of thy Poor were neglected and they became Aſſaſſins to ſtab, 
their Mother to the heart,----Let-us then, Brother Engliſhmen, do our beſt, 
and prevent ſimilar cauſes in this Country, whieh. if ſuffered to grow, may 


produce ſimilar effects. Clergy and Laity are equally concern'd, and every 
man ſhould do his beſt, 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOLS . | 
W ILL doubtleſs dp a great deal if the people have the virtue, perſever= 
ance and wiſdo n to ſupport them, But what are we to fay to the 
Parents of the Sunday School Children who do not aid in the good work 
of making their children happy and reſpectable, Do they not know 'That 
ex ung e draws-where precept fails. And what is to be expected from children 
who witneſs the return of every Sunday without one effort on the parents 
part, to go to church. This is a very melancholy Evil, and will do a great 
deal to undo all that is done for the children, at fo much expence, kind- 
neſs, and labour. 4 


MISS HANNAH MORE, 


| . AR s to be another Inſtrument in the hand of Providence to be- 
nefit Mankind, and I hope ſhe will go on in her labour for the publie 
good, and not be diverted from her object by the ſneers of Peter the D—ls. 


Merry Andrew. And fince lhe has wrote for the Poor, both mals and fe- 


male, I hope hs wall. WI: * for. Abs Rich, both male and ſemale, that 1 1s t 


131 
faf, another work to our ſex, to keep her laſt excellent Book company, 


There is perhaps as much error in the education of young Men as there 
is in the education of young Women; which is viſible by the effects. 


MEN MILLENERS, | 
IN) HILE I was writing to the Shop Wenches not to do men's work, it 
ſeemed to me that it was equally improper for men to do that which 
more properly belonged to women. How ridiculous is it to {ce a great 
fellow, fix feet high, dangling along the ſtreet with a Band-box, or twiſt- 
ing himſelf behind the Counter in a hundred ſorms, with“ this i is a neat, 
Feather, In put it in at balf-a-crown,” Theſe Jemmys, who rob the wo- 
men of their proper employment, may be the cauſe of much miſchiet in 
ſociety, by laying temptations in their way to get money otherwiſe, I 
bas deſired my Betty to lay out all her money with the Women Milleners, 
even mould it coſt a trifle more. 

1 Nature, when Jemmy's clay was blending, 
Uncertain what the thing would end in, 
Whether a Female or a Male; 

A Pin dropt in and turn'd the ſcale. 


BROTHER ARTIFICERS. 
on word more, and I have done, I wiſh you all happy, as you well: 
know; and as | wiſh your children to grow up to your credit, and 
ther own advantage, you ſhould rife early and work hard, aud give your 
Wies all the money you ean get, that they may not be obliged to go out 
for work, but ſtay at home with their children; for unleſs that is the Cale, ' 
children are fo badly nursd that, if they live, which is a chance, they grow. 
up with all kinds of difeaſes. :---moreqyer they are fo noiſy and ſo dirty, 
amd fo il} manner'd, for want of this motherly attention, that-a poor man 
when he comes home, hardly knows what is meant by, © Lo, thus ſhall the 
man be blefſed that feareth the Lord.” But when he ſees. that children 
cauſe a mother to leave off gadding and goſſoping, to flay at home, and to 
be frugal and induftrious, then the words of the pſalmiſt are explained to 
him. Above all, never forget what I have ſaid about Falfe Swearing ; 
abhor it. Bchave dutifully and reſpectfully to thoſe Neighbours whom 
Gus Providence has placed in ſuperior fituations to yourſelves, and he 
wall, my word for it, raiſe you up helping friends, Act as I have adviſed 
and: you'll never have | 
AN UNQUIET CONSCIENCE 
for 2 Bed-fellow, which is as bad as fleeping with a Gorſe £15 So that 
_ things may work together for your: good, is the ſincere with of 


Your humble Servant. JOB NOT 1. 


P. S. BROTHER AUTIFICERS: PO intended this Bir of Advice, and 
BIRMINGHAM ASSIZES, and all for a Henn but my Printer ſays, that 
altho” he's as much diſpoſed as I am, io given Lampig Peanyworth---it cou'dn't 
be ſo managed at any rate. And therefore BERMINGHAM ASSIZES muft 
be a ſeparate Halſpenm Book, to be ready on Thurſday next. — GOD- SAVE 
THE KING, and proſper the LOY AL TOWN of "BIRMINGHAM. 
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